
AEO content strategy:  
8-Step checklist

1 Start with real questions

Use tools like People Also Ask, Reddit, and 
Answer the Public

Focus on how users phrase their intent, not 
just the topic

Look at search logs, support tickets, and 
internal search data

2 Answer first, structure second

Open each section with a 40–60 word 
direct answer

Follow with concise paragraphs that add 
context

Treat each section as its own “micro-
answer” block

3 Use schema for context clarity

Add FAQPage, HowTo, or QAPage schema 
where relevant

Use Product and Breadcrumb schema for 
eCommerce and navigation

Validate schema with Google’s Rich Results 
Test

4 Format for snippets & voice 
search

Use H2s/H3s, bullets, and clean HTML 
structure

Write in conversational, jargon-free 
language

Prioritize clarity and readability for voice-
driven devices

5 Build out an FAQ section

Base questions on real user queries and 
search data

Keep answers short (2–4 sentences) and 
link to deeper pages

Mark up with FAQPage schema for AI and 
snippet visibility

6 Localize when relevant

Mention city names, service areas, and local 
terms

Add LocalBusiness or geotagged schema 
for relevancy

Tailor content for “near me” and mobile 
intent queries

7 Include visual & audio context

Use alt text, captions, and labels on all 
media assets

Add transcripts for videos and podcasts

Wrap visuals with short text summaries for 
better parsing

8 Audit, then optimize

Identify what content already answers 
questions well

Check for missing schema, voice-friendly 
formatting, or outdated info

Use a SEO audit to prioritize updates and 
AEO opportunities


